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Environmental objectives
One of the key issues that arises with all tourism development is the potential effect upon the environment. Tourism is linked with the environment in which it is located. Some of the problems are global issues, such as the impact on the ozone layer of the rapid increase in air travel, or the problems of pollution associated with increased road and water transport. Because of these problems government started to implement principles of sustainable tourism.
Environmental objectives can cover a range of issues including:
· The preservation of wildlife
· Environmental education
· Environmental improvement.
The preservation of wildlife
Tourism development can have serious effects on wildlife and many pressure groups have been established to safeguard the natural habitat of a wide range of species. One of the most obvious examples of the potential effect upon wildlife is the building of new attractions or facilities that disrupt or destroy the natural habitat of local wildlife. However, there are many more, less obvious, potential effects, such as the impact of an increase in visitor numbers, increased litter, pollution and noise, as the case study about Zakinthos shows.
Case study – Zakinthos
In the early 1970s, the European package holiday market was booming, with tour operators searching for more destinations to tempt tourists and increase their market share. The first package holiday flights to the Ionian island of Zakinthos arrived at the single runway airport to find an authentic Greek island with few tourists and little tourism development.
Known as Fiore di Levante (the flower of the east wind), Zakinthos boasts some of the clearest waters and most stunning beaches of the Greek islands. However, these beaches can boast a further attraction. The island´s Laganas Bay beach is the prime Mediterranean nesting ground for the endangered loggerhead turtle. The sea turtles are an extremely long-lived species that spend their life in the sea but return to the sands at night to lay and hatch their eggs. The baby turtles return to the sea once they are strong enough.
Early foreign visitors to Zakinthos were encouraged to visit Laganas Bay to view the turtles and some tour operators actually offered organised excursions. However, it soon became clear that what was being regarded as a tourist attraction was, in fact, endangering the existence of the turtles. Tourists arriving at night to see the turtles, were disturbing the nesting grounds and trampling  on eggs. Increasing noise, both on the beach and on the newly built roads was disorientating the baby turtles so that they were unable to find their way back to the sea.
Under increasing pressure, the Greek government passed a law in 1987 to protect the turtles. This included making tourists aware of the danger to turtles and asking them to observe the new law. Visitors are asked not to go to Laganas Bay beach  between sunset and sunrise and to refrain from making a noise, leaving rubbish on the beach or using umbrellas which can break the turtle eggs. However, the temptation to promote the turtles as Zakinthos attraction remains.
Environmental education
Many resort destinations have development strategies that aim to educate locals and tourists about ways in which they can help to preserve the environment. For example, a large number of seaside resorts display signs on beaches about issues such as litter and dogs on the sands.
The concern about protecting the environment has become so strong in recent years that some tourism development has been based on the prime objective of educating people about environmental issues through tourist attractions.
Environmental improvements
Many tourism development initiatives identify environmental improvements as one of their main objectives. This might include the renovation or regeneration of rundown areas or buildings to improve facilities and services. Such improvements may benefit local people and wildlife as well as tourists.

Activity: 
Investigate a small tourism development project in your area. For example, a disused building or area that has been converted into a tourism product, facility or service. Identify the ways in which the development could improve the local environment.
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MINISTERSTVO SKOLSTVI, OP Vzdélavani
MLADEZE A TELOVYCHOVY pro konkurenceschopnost

INVESTICE DO ROZVOJE VZDELAVANI




