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Articles a/an/the
and no article

Členy a jejich použití



Articles „a/an“

• We use a/an before singular countable nouns,
a doll, an apple

• When we talk about a person or thing for the first time,
I have a cat and a dog. The cat´s name is Pussy.

• When we talk about one of any things or people,
Have you got a paper? (any paper)
I need a pen. (any pen)

• When we ways what a thing or a person is:
The sun is a star.
Prague is a city in Czech Republic.
A mouse is an animal. It´ s a small animal.

• We use for jobs
Is he a doctor or an engineer? 
She is a journalist. 
Shakespeare was a writer.
Are you a student or a teacher?



A – one thing or person:
Sue works in a hospital.
Can I ask a question?
I haven´t got a sister.

An – we use before a/e/i/o/u:
Do you want an apple or an orange?
It´s raining. I need an umbrella.
I was watching an interesting programme on TV.

!!!!also an hour – h is not pronounced
but  a university, a European country



Article „the“
• We use the when it is clear which thing or person we mean:

What is the name of the town? (there is only
one name)
Can you tell me the time, please? (the time now)

• Don´t forget the : 
Do you live near the city centre? 
Excuse me, where is the nearest post office?

• Before singluar and plural nouns (the desk, the bananas)
• When we mention somebody or something again. 

I have a cat and a dog. The cat´s name is Pussy.
• When there is only one of the things we talk about ( the Earth, the Pope)
• Before a surname +family (the Green family, the Adams family) 
• Before the times of the day ( in the morning/evening/afternoon)
• Befores the names of rooms or places near the house  (in the

kitchen/garden)
• Before superlatives (the best movie, the highest mountain)



We say:

• The sun, the moon, the world, the sky, the sea, the country

The sun is shining. 

• The police, the fire brigade, the army (of a cty, country etc.)

My brother is a policeman. He works for the

police.

• The top, the end, the middle, the left

My house is at the end of the street.

The mirror is in the middle of the bathroom.

• The guitar, the piano, the trumpet (musical instruments)

• the radio, the internet  



We do NOT use „the“ with:

• television/TV

I watch TV quite often.

• Breakfast/lunch/dinner

What did you have for dinner last night?

• Next/last + week/month/year/Friday/winter

Are you working next week?

Where did you go last summer?



Go to/go to the
• Go to work, school, university/college, hospital, prison, 

church, bed

It´s late. I go to bed.

Sue had an accident. She had to go to hospital.

• Go home

It´s late. I must go home.

• Go to the cinema, the theatre, the bank, the post office, 
the station, the airport, the city centre

I went to the cinema yesterday, today I go to the theatre.

• Go to the doctors, the dentist

I´m feeling bad. I ´m going to the doctor.



We do NOT use articles

• Before plural nouns when we talk about things or people in general or
mention them for the first time

Teenagers can be very rude.
• Before uncountable nouns when we talk about something in general
Money is important for our life.
• with days of the week and months (on Wednesday, in September)
• With year ( in 2013, in 1991)
• With the names of continents and most countries (in Europe, in America)
• With the names of cities/villages/towns
• With the names of streets/roads (in Downing Street), stations (from Main

station) and airports (to Gatwick, Stansted)
• With the names of lakes (Lake Michigan), individual mountains ( Mount 

Everest, Mount McKinley) and individual islands (Crete, Sicily)
• With the names of meals (before lunch, after dinner)
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