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Australia
If you speak about Australia you can see many superlatives. It is the smallest continent in the Southern Hemisphere surrounded by Pacific and Indian Oceans with the lowest density of population. There live only 17 million people on the area of about 8 million square kilometres. This is the youngest continent and if you travel there, it is the longest flight from Europe – Australians are antipodes.

Captain James Cook discovered Australia in 1770 and in the 19th century many settlers came here to search for gold. It became a British colony used also as a prison colony. But the original inhabitants are Aborigines with their special languages and many dialects. In 1901, Australia became its own country, as a part of the British Commonwealth, having parts  New South Wales. Victoria, Queensland, South Australia, Western Australia, Northern Territory and Tasmania. Official head of Australia is the British Queen. 

The climate varies from subtropical in the north to temperate in the south. There are some deserts in central Australia and also one special desert with red sand – Ayers Rock, the largest piece of stone in the world. In the Pacific Ocean there is the Great Barrier Reef – a paradise for divers. The eastern coast is bordered by Australian Cordilleras.

The most of people live on the coasts, especially the south-east coast. There are also  big cities – Sydney (with famous Opera House, Harbour Bridge  and place of summer olympic games in 2000), Melbourne and the capital city Camberra (it is not the biggest). The only and lonely  big city on the west coast is Perth.

As we know, Australia is interesting for its fauna – kangaroo, koala bear, wombat, dingo and platypus. 

The Australian flag is dark blue with the flag of UK in the top left corner and a large seven-pointed star in the lower left side. On the right side of the flag is the „Southern cross“ star constelation. 

Australia is an important  exporter of beef, lamb, wool and wheat. The main industries are iron, steel, textiles, cars and machines.

Australians love sports - cricket, tennis, swimming, rugby, Australian football are extremely popular. In their free time they either do sports or watch sports or at least speak about them. 

Exercises:
1. Answer the questions:


a)Which superlatives do you know about Australia?

b)How many people do there live?

c) Who discovered Australia?

d) Who are original people?

e) Which natural beauties do you know?

f) Which cities do you know?

g) Which animals do there live?

h) Which sports are popular in Australia?

2. Complete these sentences about Australia:

It is surrounded by ____________ and _____________ Oceans.

Australia is about _________________square kilometres large.


Many British came there because________________________


__________________________________________________.


There are New South Wales, _______________, Queensland,


______________________, Western Australia, Northern Territory 


and Tasmania.


The capital city is _______________.


The summer olympic games in 2000 were in _________________.

¨
The basic colour of the flag is __________________ and  the


______________flag is its part.


The British ______________is an official head of Australia.


They export _________, __________, ________ and_______.


Sports like ________, ________, ________, ________ and_______


are very popular there.

3. Translate:


nejmenší kontinent


nejdelší let


protinožci


Cook objevil Austrálii v roce 1770


osadníci hledali zlato


poušť s červeným pískem


potápěčský ráj


osamělé velké město


klokan a ptakopysk


australská vlajka


sedmicípá hvězda

Zdroj: vlastní tvorba autorky
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