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The Monkey and the Crocodile 

Watch the story. Then read it. Are there any differences?  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mXuWiTisgBI 

Once there lived a monkey in a treetop by a river. The tree gave him plenty of fruit to eat and 

shade from the sun. One day a crocodile climbed on the bank to rest. He was very hungry and 

the monkey threw some fruit down to him. Even though crocodiles don’t eat fruit, he ate 

everything and both animals became friends. The crocodile used to take the monkey on his 

back for a ride around the river and the monkey gave him fruit.  

But when the crocodile’s wife became very ill, someone told her that a monkey’s heart could 

save her life. She asked her husband to invite the monkey for dinner and then they would kill 

him. The poor crocodile did not know what to do – he did not want to kill and eat his friend. 

But he also could not let his wife die. 

The monkey was very pleased when he was invited for dinner. He hopped on the crocodile’s 

back and rode across the river. But the crocodile wanted to be honest and told the monkey 

what his wife wanted. The monkey was shocked and wanted to save himself. He said, ”Oh, 

it’s good you told this to me now. We’ve got to go back. Monkeys hang their hearts on trees. 

Let’s go back and get it.” 

The crocodile believed the story and they returned to the river bank. The monkey jumped off 

and climbed up his tree as high as he could. “Go away, and don’t come back. I don’t trust you, 

and I see now that…………………….¹ 

1. Rewrite in present simple tense first 4 sentences: There lives a monkey 

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________to him. 

2.  Rewrite the same sentences in future tense: There will live a monkey 

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________ to him. 

3. Try to finish the story. 

_____________________________________________________________________  

4. Compare the monkey and the crocodile. Use these adjectives: 

Big ________________________________________________________________  

Long _______________________________________________________________ 

Strong ______________________________________________________________  

Hungry _____________________________________________________________  

Honest ______________________________________________________________  

Clever ______________________________________________________________

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mXuWiTisgBI
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4. Finish the pairs:    male female 

 ________________ wife 

 Son  _____________________ 

 __________________ niece 

 Uncle _____________________ 

5. Find some information of Australian crocodiles. Use these pages: 

(http://www.kidcyber.com.au/topics/crocs_oz.htm) 

How many kinds of crocodiles live there?  

_____________________________________________________________________  

Where do the Estuarine crocodiles live? 

_____________________________________________________________________  

How large are they? 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

How dangerous are they? 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

Do Johnsons crocodiles attack humans? 

____________________________________________________________________  

What helps crocodiles to hide under water seeing everything? 

____________________________________________________________________  

How do crocodiles kill their prey? 

____________________________________________________________________  

How many eggs do the females lay? 

____________________________________________________________________ 

How long do they guard their nests? 

___________________________________________________________________ ¨ 

How do crocodiles communicate? 

___________________________________________________________________ 

 

Describe crocodile´s body: (narrow snout, scales, flattened tail, nostrils, strong jaws, 

webbed feet 

 

 

  

 

http://www.kidcyber.com.au/topics/crocs_oz.htm
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 Key - The Monkey and the Crocodile 

Once there lived a monkey in a treetop by a river. The tree gave him plenty of fruit to eat and 

shade from the sun. One day a crocodile climbed on the bank to rest. He was very hungry and 

the monkey threw some fruit down to him. Even though crocodiles don’t eat fruit, he ate 

everything and both animals became friends. The crocodile used to take the monkey on his 

back for a ride around the river and the monkey gave him fruit.  

But when the crocodile’s wife became very ill, someone told her that a monkey’s heart could 

save her life. She asked her husband to invite the monkey for dinner and then they would kill 

him. The poor crocodile did not know what to do – he did not want to kill and eat his friend. 

But he also could not let his wife die. 

The monkey was very pleased when he was invited for dinner. He hopped on the crocodile’s 

back and rode across the river. But the crocodile wanted to be honest and told the monkey 

what his wife wanted. The monkey was shocked and wanted to save himself. He said, ”Oh, 

it’s good you told this to me now. We’ve got to go back. Monkeys hang their hearts on trees. 

Let’s go back and get it.” 

The crocodile believed the story and they returned to the river bank. The monkey jumped off 

and climbed up his tree as high as he could. “Go away, and don’t come back. I don’t trust you, 

and I see now that…………………….¹ 

1. Rewrite in present simple tense first 4 sentences: There lives a monkey in a tree top by 

the river. The tree gives him plenty of fruit to eat and shade from the sun. One day a 

crocodile climbs on the bank to rest. He is very hungry and the monkey throws some 

fruit down to him. 

2.  Rewrite the first sentence from the second pargraph in future tense: there will live a 

monkey in a tree top by the river. The tree will give him plenty of fruit to eat and shade 

from the sun.One day a crocodile will climbon a bank to rest. He will be very hungry 

and the monkey will throw some fruit down to him. 

3. Try to finish the story. Crocodiles can´t be friends with monkeys. You can never trust 

the crocodile. 

4. Compare the monkey and the crocodile. Use these adjectives: 

Big  Crocodile has got bigger mouth than monkey.  

Long Crocodile has got longer mouth than monkey.  

Strong Crocodile is stronger than monkey.  

Hungry Crocodile was more hungry than monkey.  

Honest Crocodile was more honest than his wife.  

Clever Monkey was more clever than crocodile. 

Finish the pairs:    male    female 

 husband wife 

 Son  daughter 

 nephew niece 

 Uncle aunt 
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5. Find some information of Australian crocodiles. Use these pages: 

(http://www.kidcyber.com.au/topics/crocs_oz.htm) 

How many kinds of crocodiles live there?  

There live two kinds of crocodiles. 

Where do the Estuarine crocodiles live? 

They live in salt water.  

How large are they? 

They grow to between 4 and 7 meters long. 

How dangerous are they? 

They are the most dangerous of crocodile family. 

Do Johnsons crocodiles attack humans? 

No, they don´t.  

What helps crocodiles to hide under water seeing everything? 

Eyes and nostrils are on the top part of head.  

How do crocodiles kill their prey? 

They grab it, swim in the deep water, roll over and drown it.  

How many eggs do the females lay? 

They lay about 50 to 80 eggs. 

How long do they guard their nests? 

They guard the nest 90 days until the eggs hatch. 

How do crocodiles communicate? 

They communicate with sounds, poses and movements. 

 

Describe crocodile´s body: (narrow snout, scales, flattened tail, nostrils, strong jaws, 

webbed feet 

 Flattened tail 

nostrils Narrow snout 

 webbed feet 

 Strong jaws scales 

 

http://www.kidcyber.com.au/topics/crocs_oz.htm
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